FORGOTTEN TOMBSTONES OF MORAY
Who said that Churchyards are boring!?

on which to identify the location of all
the tombstones, memorial tablets, etc.

Keith Mitchell

is in two sections, which may or may not be
undertaken simultaneously. The first section, which has been
ongoing since 1999,
These tombstones are de-turfed, recorded both by drawing and
photography, and then re-turfed for safety and preservation
purposes. So far we have published in excess of these 800
buried tombstones from this amazing hidden archive. At this
point it is perhaps worth noting that if these results were to be
extrapolated nationwide, we must assume the existence of
thousands of buried gravestones, many dating back to the 17th
century. These surely must be considered as a National Treasure of primary source information worthy of every effort to
record and preserve for future generations of genealogists and
historians!

Members and visitors
enjoying the sunshine
at Bellie Churchyard

In 2003 we began our
"The Forgotten Tombstones of Moray" series, which now runs
to six booklets, comprising the Buried Tombstones at Alves,
Bellie, Birnie, Burghead, Dipple, Essil, Drainie, Kinneddar,
Kirkhill, Lhanbryde, Spynie and Urquhart. Those at Rafford
were published along with the MIs, while examples from Dallas are in the process of being readied for printing.
Our own MI publications cover the following churchyards and
burial grounds:- Bellie, Boharm, Buitternach, Chapletown,
Dallas, Downan, Duffus (New), Dundurcas, Elgin Cathedral,
Macallan, Rafford, Tombae.
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The turf is removed,
carefully laid out
and then replaced
after recording.

Plastic tipped
probing tool

During the day a couple of tombstones were
uncovered. The rst one pictured right with
details — around the edge is the following:

His Wife Agnes was left space but the
date was not inscribed...below date of 1707
Regrettably due to time constraints they are in
general unable to conduct in-depth historical research into the people they record, so unfortunately at this stage they are unable to give any further
details about this couple. It is, however, interesting to note that James died in the same year as the
English and Scottish parliaments became one,
which puts their lives into a useful historical perspective.
The second stone (below) was much more problematic. Here we have a record of one of the
Marquis of Huntly’s employees - his Master
Cook, but unfortunately his name and year of
death, if recorded, have been obliterated by wear.
What is of considerable signi cance is the representation of a serpent nailed to the Cross. This
symbolic representation has several possible explanations, which may have its seminal roots in early
Judaic history. Certainly there is a story here to
complete!

Below: Cleaning, then the design
is filled with special
flour to bring out the detail
for recording.
This really is ‘hands on history.’

‘Bells, skulls, spades, hourglass
and coffin - symbols of death and burial

Tombstone of James and Agnes Taylor, Bellie Churchyard.
Illustration and recording from ‘The Forgotten Tombstones
of Moray’ (MBGRG Publications), J & B Bishop, 2005
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